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Greetings Modeleers,
I hope you all had a wonderful
Christmas  and received just what
you wanted -- more models! With
snow covering the ground for
probably all of December, I trust many
of you have dug the skis out of the
parts bin! Hopefully, you were able
to take advantage of the few good
days throughout the month to get out
there for at least one cold flight!

I want to thank everyone at
HobbyT own USA  once again for
extending the excellent “employee
pricing” promotion to our club this
Christmas season. I, for one,
definitely took advantage of the
excellent sale, and I expect many
others did too; if you were able, I am
sure you scored some great prices!
This was another generous offering
to our members, especially during the
Christmas season; I ask that you
please make sure to thank those at
HobbyTown the next time you are in!
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A Letter From The President

As always at this time of year, it
must be said: please remember to
pay your 2010 club dues!  We have
already had renewals rolling into
our treasurer as early as a month
ago; I want to thank all of those who
have paid their renewals in a timely
manner. If you have not yet sent in
your dues, please mail your check
and AMA number to: Jim Ferry, 700
Dellwood Dr., Fort Collins, CO
80524.

One of the best times to pay your
2010 fee is at the January club
meeting!  Please be sure to attend
and bring any new winter projects
along to show to the group!

The next meeting is W ednesday ,
February 3rd , 7:00 P.M., at Home
State Bank (303 E. Mountain Ave.
in downtown Fort Collins).
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David MosierNew Member
David Mosier

Welcome Dave! We look forward to meeting you.

2010 AMA  Safety Code
by Jim Rice, Chairman AMA  Safety Committee

The changes to the code are significant in my mind in
that they put the most important two paragraphs up
front instead of buried in the rest of the code, and they
begin a streamlining process that I hope will continue
over time. Aside from cosmetic/grammatical changes,
the more significant changes
are outlined for you here:

• Introduction of “See and Avoid” with the
inclusion of a PDF to explain the procedures.

• Strengthening of airworthiness requirements for
events, which now includes pilot skills and execution
of all maneuvers intended during the event. The
addition of the word “anticipated” would mean dead
stick/emergency landing procedures or
anything else one might try to anticipate.

• Deletion of the dangerous fuel additives from the
code as they are antiquated technology.

• Deletion of the paragraph about children under six on
the flightline. In fact the point made by one of the
Safety Committee members was that anyone not
flying, undergoing instruction, or spotting should not be
allowed on the flightline regardless of his/her age. This
should be taken care of by parents, club officers, and
safety coordinators not mandated by the organization.
I used my 5-year-old grandson as a spotter when
flying on a private airport. Of course I briefed him on
the duties before taking off.

• Deletion of the speed reference for night flying. The
rule was written as a knee jerk reaction to a one time
situation and is nearly impossible for a club to enforce
because of difficulty in measuring the speed of the
aircraft in the first place. However, there is no proof
that flying more than 100 mph is any more dangerous
than flying a high wing loading airplane or flying by a
pilot with limited skills at night. Requiring the aircraft to
be lit in such a manner as to provide the pilot with a
clear view of attitude and orientation at all times should
self regulate speed by requiring better lighting for

faster aircraft or slower speed to stay within sight.

The audience for this newsletter is the top level of
volunteer leadership in our organization. We should
all understand that model flying has to be not only
safe but also perceived to be safe by all who
encounter it. This is important to new modelers,
spectators and others who share
the National Airspace with us.

Please review the Safety Code at your next model
meeting and take the time to become familiar with
and review the “See and Avoid” PDF with your club
and friends as well. Both documents are available
on the AMA Web site.
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Email the name of the airplane pictured on the front page
to sevntigers@gmail.com to receive a free cash gift of

$10 donated from club member Mark Hartman at Jan meeting.

Last month’s winner:

 Dennis Sayler

He correctly identified the Parkzone P-51D BL

Please note:
If the required number of guesses is not met,

the person closest will win.
Note: You can only win two months in a row!

The 1st person to email the
correct answer is the winner!
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Motor and Propeller: Select a motor that has sufficient power to
get the airplane up on step and to gain necessary speed for proper
liftof f. Remember it takes more power to lift off of water. Never use a
wooden propeller on a float plane; there is a possibility that it will
shatter when coming in contact with water.

Types of Floats: There are four basic types of floats, float kits
(which you must build and do not include mounting hardware),
fiberglass, combination glass and wood, and foam (not recommended).

Float Length: Guideline—length should be approximately 75% of
body measured from back of engine thrust plate to end of vertical
stabilizer, plus or minus one to three inches is okay. Too long can add
too much weight; too short will not support the airplane and not enough
float in front of propeller. Two inches is good.

Tread Width:  Guideline—tread width should be about 25% of
wingspan. The wider the width, the more stable on water. Closer
together gives a more scale look, but will tip over easy in a crosswind.
When it does that, you are done for the day.

Step vs. CG: Guideline—generally speaking, the step or the center
of a V-shaped step should be in line with the CG of the airplane. I have
found that 1/2 inch either way causes no problem.

Incidence: Critical—incidence must be about 1.5 positive degrees
when the top of the floats are level. More than that will cause a
premature takeoff before necessary speed is reached. Less than that
and the airplane will probably not lift off. You will now have a high-
speed boat with wings on it. You will need a Robart Incidence meter to
do the job correctly. This is the most important step in setting up your
floats.

Alignment: Critical—in the final assembly be sure both floats are
parallel with each other and parallel with the center line or thrust line of
the airplane.

Rudder: Guideline—I feel, if possible, a servo-type rudder is the best
choice. It gives a more positive type action and is trouble free,
especially if you will be going back and forth between floats and
wheels. If, however, you will be setting up your airplane for float flying
only, then an extra rudder horn and cable will work just fine.

FLOAT FLYING
Tips & Suggestions



Membership is open to all RC model aircraft enthusiasts who are mem-
bers of the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). Activities of the
club include all phases of RC modeling: instruction, sport flying, con-
tests, etc. A monthly newsletter is sent to each member.

New members are welcome!
Ask any member for information.

Current membership is required for flying at either club field. A non-
member who is an AMA member may fly two days as a guest.

Flight instruction is offered during daylight savings time at no charge to
members. Flying instruction is available on a first-come basis on Thurs-
day afternoons at Clifton Field in Fort Collins. (Call an officer for direc-
tions) Other times can be arranged by appointment with the individual
instructors.

Fort Collins • Longmont • Westminster

The Pavillion
4348 South College

Ft. Collins, CO 80525
Phone:  (970) 226-3900

Our winter meetings are held at 7 p.m. the
first Wednesday of the month at

Home State Bank in Fort Collins, CO.
(Day of meeting subject to change.

Call an officer for date and directions if necessary
- find field info and directions at www.modeleers.org )
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Visit the Rocky Mount ain Modeleers Homep age at
www .modeleers.or g! There you will find club/membership informa-
tion, past newsletters, photos, classified ads, articles, a link to the
Modeleers Forum Page , a current link to the online Modeleers

(Horton) Field W eather S tation website , and much, much more!
Plus you can log in to a “Members Only Section” to view other club-

affiliated items! Contact the Webmaster for user name and password
information! Check it out!
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Rocky Mountain Modeleers
C/O Garret Hultgren
1630 Sagewood Dr.
Fort Collins, CO 80525


